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ENGAGEMENT FOR JOINT ACTION - EJA KOSOVO
GUIDELINES FOR NOMINATIONS FOR THE DEMOCRACY AWARD 

INTRODUCTION
Engagement for Joint Action (EJA Kosovo) is a KCSF program that supports civil society initiatives through grants, annual democracy award and capacity building with the overall aim to contribute to a democratic and inclusive society in Kosovo, on its path towards integration into the European Union. Designed as a pooled funding mechanism, EJA Kosovo is currently co-financed by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and Sweden.
Centering citizen engagement and participation throughout the work of civil society, EJA Kosovo aims to contribute towards two main objectives where: (a) civil society uses and claims spaces for participation in shaping public affairs and (b) civil society organizations have strengthened ties to their constituents and improved accountability and transparency towards the wider public and their constituents. 
 EJA Kosovo is based on the premise that through tailor-made systems of inclusiveness, transparency and accountability on the one hand, and better access and communication with the community, on the other hand, CSOs will embed the practice of involving citizens in their work, develop an emotional linkage thus directly contribute to strengthening of their constituency. Combined with improved internal governance and increased transparency and accountability, it is expected to increase trust in CSOs as an adequate platform to voice citizens’ concerns. 
Kosovo continues to face significant socio-economic difficulties, with a crippling unemployment and economic vulnerability, high corruption and distrust in public institutions. Women, youth, Roma, Ashkali, Egyptian, and Serb minorities, people with disabilities, LGBTI and elderly are those who suffer the most from these difficulties. It is the role of civil society to serve to these groups, as well as require institutional response for the needs of most marginalized. Similarly, civil society must strengthen the links to its constituents, build trust and increase communication with the community, and act as a watchdog to the institutions. The global spread of the COVID-19 and the effects of the pandemics have further exposed inequalities in our society, having a disproportionate impact in the most marginalized groups. Already existing inequalities will only be deepened if the marginalized groups are not brought to the forefront during the recovery phase. It is necessary that civil society is mobilized and gives voice to those who need it most now. 

EJA Kosovo instruments of support
 EJA Kosovo has been designed with the intention to facilitate and adequately support this new approach, through providing both the necessary financial means and capacities for civil society initiatives and individuals interested to contribute to a democratic and inclusive society in Kosovo. Through institutional grants, it will support well-established organizations that have a clear strategy to continue their work in respective thematic areas; through organizational development grants it will support organizations that have a clear direction of their development but need specific tools and resources to advance their work; through project grants it will support specific actions of civil society initiatives and individuals that address concrete issues, both of more systematic nature or limited in scope and duration; through urgent grants it will enable instant reactions of civil society initiatives and individuals to unexpected developments of public importance; and through its annual Democracy Award it will recognize outstanding contribution to the development of democracy in Kosovo and promote role models to be followed. Training and mentoring, as well as networking and alliance building opportunities will be provided in addition to financial support.
Democracy Award

The Democracy Award is intended to evaluate the contributions of individuals, unregistered initiatives and nongovernmental organisations in various fields, which are the result of community mobilization and citizens’ engagement, new ideas, intellectual courage or achievements and who have contributed to the democratization of Kosovar society through their work and dedication. 
Nomination Criteria

Who can be nominated?
Eligible for nominations are all non-governmental organizations, unregistered initiatives as well as individuals who have contributed to the democratization of Kosovar society through their work and dedication. 
Nominees cannot be/led or managed by Politically Exposed Persons (PEP).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  For more on limitations related to Politically Exposed Persons (PEP), see the form for nomination.] 

Beneficiaries of the Democracy Award cannot be:
a) Organizations / initiatives / individuals who for the same causes have been financially supported by KCSF in the last three years (2020, 2021,2022)
b) The same Initiatives or very similar to those which have been awarded the Democracy Award during the last three years (2020, 2021,2022)
Who can nominate?
Nominations can be submitted by any organization, entity or person that has accurate and detailed information on the initiative of the nominated organization or individual. Interested parties may nominate themselves as well. 

Selection criteria

All nominations will be reviewed separately and evaluated by the Grants Evaluation Team (GET), based on the following criteria:
· Design and implementation of a successful initiative (approach, activity, project, etc.) in the promotion and development of democracy in Kosovo, during 2023;
· Innovative nature of the initiative;
· Actual or expected impact of this initiative, including the potential for expansion/replication;
· Courage of the organization or individual expressed through the given initiative;
· Direct involvement of citizens in the initiative or significant contribution of citizens’ participation in public life and/or policy making.
Nomination process

To complete the nomination process, please make sure that you have completed and submitted the following documents:
1. Completed Nomination Form;
2. Accompanying documents (written articles and references for the nominee, etc.);
3. For non-governmental organizations, a copy of the registration certificate; For unregistered  initiatives a proof on the operation of the initiative[footnoteRef:2]. For other entities, a copy of the document of establishment or any other equivalent document. (Documents should be of the nominee, not the nominators).  [2:  Any document that proves the existence of an initiative i.e.: members list, photos, materials from activities/meetings, etc.
] 

Submission of documentation

Nomination Form and accompanying documents shall be submitted electronically in Word or pdf format to eja@kcsfoundation.org not later than 31.01.2024, latest 16:00. 
Applications submitted after 31.01.2024 will not be reviewed. 
This application does not envisage provision of individual responses and explanations for unsupported nominations. Successful applicants will be notified of the decision after full evaluation of the nomination. Throughout the evaluation period, all parties shall refrain from contacting KCSF about the status of their nominations. 
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